Using the Physical Inventory Collection Program











Finish taking the physical inventory with the ScanPal Scanner, and upload the data file(s) to the InfoTouch system’s \TNS directory. Make sure the file name you give the upload is called SCAN1 (the ScanPal program will automatically add the .DAT file extension to make the entire name SCAN1.DAT).





IMPORTANT: It is possible that you may have more items in inventory than will fit into the ScanPal's memory in one scanning session, and you may have to divide your scanning into 2 or more sessions, filling up the ScanPal's memory each time, then uploading to the computer, clearing the ScanPal's memory; then resuming scanning, etc. If this is the case, you may create up to 10 separate scan files, named SCAN1.DAT, SCAN2.DAT, SCAN3.DAT, etc. until the last data file, SCAN10.DAT is made. It is the USER'S responsibility to keep count of the names of the scan data files as the ScanPal upload program will allow overwriting an existing data file without giving the user any warning. We suggest using the list provided with this information as a checklist for ensuring that you don't accidentally overwrite a scan file you already made by calling the upload data file by the same name. (The current limit is 10 scan files, which theoretically can accommodate upwards of 60,000 items having SKU's of six digits each.)





At either the D:\TNS> dos prompt, type PICP to start the program. A pre-processor program will run for a period of time, preparing and merging the recently uploaded SCANx.DAT file(s) into one master file for importation into InfoTouch. After the pre-processor is complete, the InfoTouch Physical Inventory Collection menu will be displayed.





Select START NEW PHYSICAL. A message will appear briefly; when it disappears, you’re ready to import the scan file.





Select PROCESS PHYSICAL FILE. Then fill in the blanks as follows:


Filename:			SCANPAL.


					Number position:    	0


					Number Length:		21


					Quantity included:	NO


					Test mode:			YES


	


Press F-10 (DO-IT) to “test” process the file. When it’s done, you’ll get a results display that will show the “hit ratio”  of  the scanned items against items in inventory. It should be at or very close to 100%. If it’s not, it means that there are items which were scanned that don’t have matching numbers in inventory, as would happen if you had deleted an item from inventory and later accepted a merchandise return that had the original price label, for instance.





If you’re satisfied with the “hit ratio,” press any key to continue. Then change the TEST MODE from YES to NO.





Press F-10 (DO-IT) to actually process the file. The screen will display its progress as the file is processed, and will stop at the results screen again. Press any key to continue.





Now press the ESCape (or CANCEL) key to exit to the Physical Inventory Collection Menu.





Select REPORT PHYSICAL if you want to get a listing of all the item numbers and quantities counted.





Select COMPLETE PHYSICAL to actually update the inventory database with the current inventory counts. When done, it will return to the menu. Press the ESCape key (or CANCEL) to exit the Physical Inventory Collection module.





The screen displays a message that highlights “rejected” scans. Next, you will “browse” the rejects file. In most cases you will not have any rejections, but in the event there are any, you can make note of them by viewing the REJECT.PHY file – which the browser will do for you automatically. If there are no rejects, the screen will be blank, and you can just press the ESCape key to exit the browser and start InfoTouch.





To print a list of the inventory count variances, go into the Inventory module, and print the PHYSICAL INVENTORY AUDIT TRAIL report.
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