Printing Barcode Labels with Labels Unlimited for Windows, Version 1.0





Overview: this procedure requires printing the selected price labels to a disk file from within the InfoTouch inventory module, then importing the disk file into the Labels Unlimited program, reconfiguring one of the fields to be numeric, and then printing the labels. While the process may seem cumberson, it's actually quite speedy and painless. 





InfoTouch setup requirement: the print-to-disk format must be set to delimited, with the standard comma between fields and the double quote marks around the field. This is found in SETUP, MISCELLANEOUS, on the 2nd screen. (This is how your TRAINING system is already set up -- all you need to do is copy the current data files from the live system to the training mode, and then print the labels to disk from the training mode.)





1. On your back-office machine, in Windows, click on the MAIN program group, then click on the MS-DOS prompt icon.





2. Type type D: to get to the D: network drive, where InfoTouch resides. Now type the following to copy the data files to the training area:  COPYDB





3. When it's done, type the following:  EXIT     (You will return to Windows)





4. Start up the TRAINING mode of InfoTouch from your back-office PC.





5. Go into INVENTORY, then REPORTS, and select your preference for PRICE LABELS. Print the labels to disk with the file name: D:\TNS\PRICE2.TXT  Be sure to include the colon after the drive letter and the backslashes and don't insert any spaces. Also, make sure you tell InfoTouch to print the additional MBP price level, too!





6. After the datafile has been created, you can quit InfoTouch back to Windows.





7. Start Labels Unlimited. Click OPEN SAVED JOB, and select PRICE2.JOB.





8. Click DATABASE, then CLOSE DATABASE.





9. Click DATABASE, then OPEN DATABASE





10. You should see the PRICE2.TXT file in the file lookup window. If not, use the drive/file/folder functions on the screen to locate the D:\TNS directory (folder) so that the PRICE2.TXT file shows in the lookup window. Then click on the file itself to highlight it.





11. Click OK, then click YES to the "convert to DBF format?" question.





12. Type PRICE2.DBF as the name of the file to "save the database as..."





13. Click OK, then YES to "do you want to replace it?" The database will load; at the bottom center of the screen you should see the numbers of the records as they load in. The number appears as a fraction; the denominator is the total number of labels to be printed.





14. Click NO to the "Enter data now?" question which appears after the database has loaded.





15.  Click DATABASE, then ALTER DATABASE, then MODIFY FIELDS.





16. Click on the word FIELD1 in the lookup window, then click NUMERIC, then click CHANGE.





17. Click OK when the program says "...data may be lost..."  Don't worry, it won't be.





18.Then click DONE to finish changing the FIELD1 field of data.





19. Now click EXIT to quit the "alter database" function.





20. Click DATABASE, then SHOW MERGE DATA.





21. You should see your completed barcode label on the screen. It's now ready to print.





22. To print... do the following:





a. Click FILE, then SELECT PRINTER to select the printer you intend to use to


     print the labels.


b. Click FILE, then PRINT to get the print function menu. In the box you'll see the


     total number of labels to print. Remember to divide this number by 30 to get


     the total number of pages of label stock needed in the printer.


c.  If you want to preview the labels first, click the PREVIEW button.


d. Otherwise, click PRINT to start printing the barcode labels.





23. When done, you can exit the Labels Unlimited program. It will remind you that the PRICE2.JOB has changed and will ask if you want to save it. It's usually a good idea to say YES, but no harm will come if you click NO instead.





(Note: on the next page the whole above procedure is summarized in only 8 steps)











Short List for Printing Barcode Labels








1. Copy the live database to the training area (COPYDB)





2. Print the labels to disk from InfoTouch training. File name:  D:\TNS\PRICE2.TXT





3. Start Labels Unlimited for Windows (the OLD one, not LU2, the new one)





4. Load the PRICE2.TXT database and convert it to DBF format





5. Change FIELD1 from character type to numeric type





6. Optional: show merged data & preview the labels before printing





7. Select the correct Windows printer; load with enough label paper





8. Print.








